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Connie Jenken 

Connie attended the Skelding 

ublic S~hool on the 13 cone . of 

armout h. her teacher was Mrs. 

for her 8 grades. 

She attended A~thur VoadeD 

econdary school for 4 years 

raduating from Grade l2 with 75 . 5 

verage i n June 1910 

Daughter or Mr. ~ Mrs . Hiram Jenken , R. R. I Belmont she is 

a member oi· t he K1.ngsmill-Jfapleton 4 H Homemak1.ng Club and received 

her Provi ncial Honours in May 1970. bhe is a member of the Belmont 

Junior Farmers . and the Belmont Calf Club for 4 years. She was married 

to Michael John Stevens of R. R. 2 Dorchester on August 1, 1970. 

July? attended tne Dairy Princess contest. 1970 • 
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John George Carter was born Feb . lth , 1906 , son of 

William and Susan Carter , on the farm of his grandfather 

Frederick Carter concession 11, township of South Dorchester 

nea r Hap}eton. On Dec. 21 s t . 1912 t he family moved t o 

their new home i n the village of Belmont , s itu£te d on Dyer St . 

f prmerly owned by John s nd Jane Do en , wcs us e d for s hoe ~ crd, 

HhO ra ised the porkers for f amily u s e . At that tine the 
pr operty was in Westminister township , Middle sex County . Bu t 

on Nov. )rd 1947 the v il l a ge trust ees voted in favour of annexation 

to South Dorche ster Township , Ccur.ty of Slein, whlch caroe 

effective i n 1 94 7 . Since then they incorporat e d villa&c in all 

situated in County of El&in , formerly composed of 4 t ownships 

'¥es1 r:dnilster, Yarmouth , North and South Dorches ter. Have 

always l ived in the same res 1denc e s irce 1912. Correspondent 

f or the St . Thoma s Times Jou rna l f or over 4 7 ) r S o 
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4au&hter of Mr. & Mrs. Harold DaYies 

R. 1 Belaont, recei•e• her Bachelor 

of Arts de~ree in Sociology at 

the fall con-~cation at the UniY. 

of Western Ont. Oct. 30, 1976. 

Miss Davies is employed in the 

Special SerTice department of the 

Oxford County Board of Educatioa, 

and li•es in Woodstock. Pollowinc 

conTecation a graduation party was 

held at the home of her parents. 

Summer of 1977 she took her last, 

possible education course, Physcol 

of Learnin& Disabilities at Western 

Later toured Ecuador, Peru, Galopaga 

Islands & Panama. 

30~ 

1976 Aylmer fair flower exhibit 

Made by Mrs. H•ram Jenken, and 

Mrs. Sadie Mitcnell, Mrs. Mitchell 
and her husband moTed to England 

in June, 1977 to retire. 
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AWARDS PRESENTED- T1wee members of the St. Thomas St. Jdul Ambulance were awarded tbe St. J<iln Priory Vote of 
Thanks at the quarterly meeting held Monday night at Ute home of former mayor Vinceat A. BaJTie on Stanley Street. The 
awerd is given for valuable assistance in furthering the work of the Order. From Wt are, O»ester &nitb. honorary chairman 
of the local branch, Mrs. Gordon Campbell. of 16 Lydia Street, member of Nursiug Division 30: Robert Hell, I>Msion of. 
ficer for Division ti6, St. Thomas, and Mrs. Olaries Farquhar. oC RR 1. ~· a.l&o a member of NlniDg Division 30. 

<T.-J . Photo > ~ / ~-/1 11 

Mrs. Cha rles Farquhar. 

of t ne 14t h con. yarmout h , a member of t he 

St. John ' s Ambulance NurSing Division received a 

honor by being pres ented with priory votes of t hanks 

a t an inves titure i n Toronto to Li eutenant Govener of 

Ontario , and a Gar den party •. JUly 13, 1970 . 

IL==~============~==~~==~--~ 
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History of the Tin House b y . Mrs. Grey Fuller 

Many fond memories are associated with the house now occupied 

by Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Jenkins & Family north of the former 

Crossley Hunter School & Church. Lot 18, Concession 8 of South 

Dotlehester. 

From Earliest childhood we called it the 'Tin House' 

"'>- 1'er"1~r 
an appropriate name, as its early days, the ~xtensio~) was covered ·~ 

1, Cer,or 
with small rectangular sheets of sculptured metal & the (extensio~ 

walls and ceilings of the four ori~inal rooms & hallways were 

simlarly finished in nicely pa i nted squar e s of t i n scul pt ur ?d 
• 

in wre a~;ns, s cr olls ~ f l owers ea.ch r oom s.. d1. f ferent colour. 

The house was priginally built on the farm a.. occupied 

by Lewis Thompson Lot 23 & 24 l Oth concess ion of South Dorchester. 

The farm was then owned by John R. Charleton. 

About 1904-05 John R. Charlton had this house built as 

a second house on his ' farm for his son, Rev. W. G. Charleton, 

whowas not too well & come home here for a rest. It~ first 

occupants were Rev. Will. G. Charlton his wife Mattie & their 

litlle girl Eva born in ( 1902 ) just a small child when t hey 

ca.e here to live. 

Later after Rev. Charlton & family left, the house was 

occupied by Hector Stewart & Family. Duncan Taylor ( lot 21 

cone. 9 of s. Dor. ) purchased the house from Ansel Charlton 

& moved it to hi s farm lot 21 Con. 9 as a second house. This 

W&s probably before 1914. Glen Taylor; born 1904, remembers a 

amall barn or granary being moved to another location to make 

a ~od si te for the new house in a small field to the east of the 

Ta~or home~ It wa s, I bel ieve, moved by a steam engine & ~t. 

teams of horses may have been on its journey through the windmill f'le {d . 

-~-
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( socalled because of t he deep well & windmi ll nea r the 

plaee where t he house was f i nally located. 

While in this locati on a new one story home addi t ion was 

added.(leanto). These rooms were plasteded and papered with a 
4=/I WCr 

pretty~parrow pantry with pine shelve s the full length of the pantry . 

The kitchen ext ended beyond the house asshown so had a door opening 

e:a "'e d"taer ve t ·9.ll.dah <.39 wJ l l a s ~ .ba c.k doo r openi.• s ju.to a ,.sJUa).l 
'I 

- "' l d . II ' 'L • c• t f e i - t> .;e. I'. wo~ o l e Ol ' shanty a~ we callea .Lt:~/fle £1 p)..a !J .LhS, an ~ - tlr- ' 

ti.LS:ed help W/l.o ). ~v~d ;_fi t h.L·s hcl6:$~ &. o.s~is"Ced W.t..t/1. the ..fg-r )fl. 

woEk were • Frank Weaver, Carrie (Evert) Weaver, & their two small 
• children Jean & Anna ( later had a son ). 

2- Dennis Laur & Ethel (Betterley) Laur & daughter Mabel Laur. 

3- Walt Goodwi n & Jennie (Taylor) Goodwin (Mrs. Fuller's Aunt) 

4- Edwin Conventry & Nelle Conventry & a son Will ie Conventry. 

The house wa s heated by wood stoves. The{e were circular tin -

lined & Jacketed h oles through the ceil i ng of the dining room and 

liNing rooms., and through the floor of the bedrooms up above. This 

permitted either a stove pipe to pass through or an opening to let 

hea t up from below. In the metal jackets were regularly spaced 

· small holes just large enough to get a finger stuck in them if you 

triad thi s . This metal shield was paint ed to match each room. The 

dining room was pink colourJwalls & ceiling, t he living room was pale 

green, the hallways a blue shade and the upstairs bedrooms yellow 

andpink. The pantry was a dark blue. 

When the farm was rented to Hiram Peer (si ngle) am no one 

was living in the tin house, it became our summer play house the 

env•y of the neighbourhood children whom we often invited for the 

afternoon. 
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Sometime after 1923 the house was sold to Victor Learn 

af~r he suffered the loss of his house by fire. IT was again 

moWed this time to its present location. The new occupantswere 

Vietor Learn, his wife Isa Jane Learn, daughter Grace Learn »nd 

an~her Mrs. Jane Learn. 

Mr. & Mrs. Clayton Woed recall the fire of Learn's house 

asleing early in the morning while the Learns were at the barn doing 

chores. 
st"eatr'\ 

Clair Appleford•s & Denni s Laurs St~~ engines were used to 

mo~ the house all at once. 

Later the house was sold to John Coleman 1933-34 who made 

a few changes. He moved the stairc~se to the wall between the bedram 

and living room, then a stairway was put down to the basement. 

The house wa s divided fo r his son William and his wife Marian 

and daughter Caroline. 

Ernest Jenkins bought the house from Mrs . Coleman in 1958. 

A aath•oom was put in the pantry . The house was rented until he 
C> 

ma*ried in 1963 when it was ren~i~ated . The kitchen was made 3 ft. 

smaller which added to the bathroom and bedroom. The bathtub was 

t aken out and made a clothes closet. A complete bathroom was put up 

stairs hall. The brick chimney as taken out and oil furance was put 

in. Gyprock was put over the tin in upstairs bedrooms and over 

plaster i n dovnstair' s bedroom. In 1967 a built in verandah was p*t 

wh.re the original one was. Aluminium siding was put on over the tin. 

In 1982 a family roo• was built over the ki tchen which was the leanto. 
The next year a 100 amp hydro service was installed because of the 
additional use of electricity . 

, 



Mr . 'ii lqon '\1c6 redie of' 73 t:fia;llwav built the barn 

.----~in 1<:)~1 qtory in scran book · .-~~--~-~---~-.---~-----..--

Area Landmark Facing Destruction 

Round barn 

nea r lyons 

faces slow 

death be cau SEj 

o f we&bher 

and old age . 

torn down 

Aug . 22 ,l ')Ao 

Bui1 t 1911 



Old round barn near Ly ons was de moltshed bv bull ­

dozers ?riday Aug . 22 , lQRO . 70 y~s . old . ~he bri 

cks we re dumped in a n oJd irrigat i on pond a cro ss 

nhe high wav f r om the barn's formP. r s ite . Its fin 

al res ting ollc9 is the same s ite wh~r~ t~ e 

bri cks were originally madP. . 
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rfhe Passing Of' 
The Round Barn 

Warren Faw gave me this 
poem about the round barn. I 
would like to share it with 
your readers if possible. 

My late husband Russell 
Moore was the last owner and 
operator of the Tile Manufac­
turing Plant at Lyons. Found­
ed by his grandfather Willson 
McCreadie. 

Warren Faw was a valued 
and faithful employee and his 
memories are authentic and 
interesting. 

Sincerely, 
M,.. Jane Moore 

10 Cheatnut Street 
Aylmer, Ontario 

WarrenFaw 

Time was when strangers - friends and foes- the way to 
Faw's would learn 

We'd tell them: "Follow 73 and at the Round Barn turn." 
Directions more precise and true no one could ever seek 
For that Round Barn was verily a landmark quite unique! 
Some 70 years ago ' twas built of bricks made on the spot: 
60 feet wide; 54 feet hi~, it surely took a lot! 
'Twas patterned from a kiln that burned the brick and tile of 

clay. 
For saving time this barn was built in an efficient way: 
A silo high of well-laid brick was built right up the centre. 
From which the cows around the edge were fed throughout 

the winter. 
The mows were very handy, too, around the silo stout, 
And the cattle stood, their tails a-facing out. 
'Twas one of Scotch descent, by name Willson Mc-
Credie 
Who had good to wed a very famous lady: 
An Ellen Crossley, sister of a preacher of renown, 
Who for his fa ithfulness will have a bright soulwinner's 

crown. 
For years the barn housed dairy cows and subsequently 

hogs. 
While time and dampness took their toll on inside wooden 

logs.CI sold some cows there years ago at Farmer's 
Auction sale. 

And viewed the inside of the bam in all its grand detail. ) 
And when Crop Farming came in vogue it was not used at 

all ; 1 

Deterioration quickened pace from coming Fall to Fall. 
The bam unused and useless now began to creak and sigh. 
And so with no more will to live it soon began to die! 
The mortar loosened from the bricks ; leaks ~bowed there in 

the roof. • 
And those who might have sensed decay politely stayed J 

aloof. . 
It's rotting roof began to sag and at long last caved in. 
And it was now too far, far gone to restoration win. 
It's lofty top which pierced the sky like some cathedral spire 
Dropped through the gaping roof-Cit felt it was time to 

retire) 
The busy owner of the bam no hope for it could see; 
Bulldazed it down to put it out of it's long misery 
'Twas sad to see this landmark gone, but such is Nature's 

wav. 
Just like our fragile human frame - this crumblin house of 

clay. 
Its bricks were buried in a, pond where mud was excavated; 
l't wooden parts - so I am told - were rev-rently cremated! 
I'm sure if this old barn could speak full many a tale would 

tell 
Of all it's inmates doings, and it's neighbour's lives as well. 
No doubt it watched the men at work off there across the 

road 
A-wheeling buggies of JO"een tile which made a heavy load. 
<I worked one summer there myself and freely did perspire) 
When taking tile from the kiln still hot almost as fire ! 
No doubt the bam saw many a change in it's full70 years, 

· Rejoicing in the hopes of men and moaning for their tears. 
It lived through horse and buggy days ; through farming 

done by team; 
The threshing of the oats and wheat by engine run by steam. 
It saw the trucks and cars emerge and gather pow' r and 

speed, 
Replacing in a few short years the farmer's faithful steed. 
It saw the tractors run by gas; the modem grain combine 
Which saved the farmer heavy toil and soaring price of 

twine. 
The Old Round Bam has witnessed life - the old- the modem 

way -
But now it has been razed - its gone - for it has had its day. 
So when directing people here, be they a child or spouse, 
I can' t say "Tum at The Round Bam, but the lonely square 

brick house! " 

Warren W. Faw 

( 
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Me ws Items for 1980-81 

1 . Aor il 29 - May 1 Officers Conference Wa t e rloo, Colle&e .. 
Pre ~ ident ¥rsi Or r i e Ostrander attended. 

2 . Mpy 14 - 68 th. Distric t Annual Aylmer Baptist Church. 

3 . auae 2- 6 Onta r i o week at the Erland Le e , home wi th El g in 

East W. I. •a as hos tessJ 

4 · Juae 5 wi t h hoJstes ~ Mrs. J . Hiepleh en tertained the 

5. Juae 

6. Juae 

7. June 

Repre sen tatives and Leaders for our theee clubs. 

Emily Faw showed her picturers •~ h e r 17 days 

Carr i bean Cruise. 

22 w. I. Elgin County Ra~lyhel d at Elgin County 

Museun . ;:>t . Thomas , Ont. 
25-

Elgin County Museum Tea . 

24- 28 F. w. I. Canada Conventtoa, Saskateen, Sask. 

8 . Ju~y 3 K. M. licnie at Pinafore Park, Pot Luck d i nner at 

1 2;30 Boxall W.in sister were absent . 30 attendedi 

9 .Julyl6 Area Bus trip to Grand Bend Play House , 

1 0 24 
,, 

K. M' work day for p~es for Aylmer fair meals at 

Diciple church. 

11 AUi • 13-16 K. M. w. I. catere d fo r meal at Aylmer fair 

2 mea~ a d a y for 4 day s 4 . 00 each. 

cleared around-~~~QO 1500 . 00 d ol lars . 

1 2 Nvv. l-2 Area Convention i n St . Mary's, Ont . 
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Sept. 15, 1979-- Mr. &: Mrs. M8 x. Zavitz held a "Camp Out" Guests 
from, Toronto, Norwood, Arkona, Ward Village, 

Feb. 4, 1980-

Feb. 27}1980 

March 18, 1980 

Mar. 20 . 1980 
March 24-1980 

., 
Listowel, Thedford, Parkhill and Belmont. 

Mabel Flora Brown, R. R. i Aylmer, &: later 

Sunneyside Manor, died at St. Thomas Elgin 

General Hospi tal. Daughter of John and Sarah 

(Fowler} Thompson. Bora in North Yarmouth Tow~ip 

Member of the Church ofChrist Disciples, Mapleton, 

Ont. and a Life member of the Missiom.Circle. 

Prede~ed by her husband s i nce 1969 and a son, ~~ 

John in 1941. 

• 
Survived by 2 sons, Lewis of R, 7 Aylmer, 

George of Ingersol. Three grandchildren and 5 
Great- Grandchildren. Resting at H. A. Kebble 

Funeral Home Aylmer for ~ervice at 2.30 p.m. // -~1 • 
with Rev. Thomas Ruthford of the church oe Christ 

Disciples of Maple t on. offi ciating Interment in 

Necropoli s Cemetry, Maple t on, Ont. 

Winter Picnic Aylmer Baptist Church, 

1.30 Excecutive meeting , Elgin County Pioneer Muse, 

Hobby m d Craft Show at the hall from 2-4:30 

- At 8. p. m. Achivement day for senior course 

Indoor Gardening and Macrami at Memorial Are na. 

First of 4-H Homemaking c lub Project "Food for 

Friends" 
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News or Interest f or 1969 

J e '3I1 J en ~.:ins Recived t he Elgin County Dairy Prince ss~ 

award at Lockes Fai r Aug. 1969 • 

She competed at Totonto and on tne first night of judging 

stood first but was defeated the second night as the Ont ario 

pTinces~ . 

At The Belmont Calf Club awards night Oct . 1968 she 

r eceived Tae I. 0 . 0 . F. trophy f or Hi ghest aggregate score . 

The Bank of Nova Scotia trophy for t op showman. 

The D. G· Van Der Spank t r ophy f or highest total score 

f or care, feeding and showmanship . 

Aug. 21 , 1969 Beverley J enk•n was in a Motor bi~ accident 

and recei ved hand and leg i n juries . Son of 

Mr s. ana Mr. Hi r am Jenken . 

Sept . 1969 Connie Mathews, daughter of Mr. & Mr s . \val t Mathe1vs 

Married Ken Foster son of Mr . & Mr s . Don. Foster. 

19!70 

Kingemil l-Mapleton W. I. Hosted the District Annual i n May a t t he 

Dieipi es Church . 

Mf.ss Connie Jenken on Aug. let was married to f1r. Mi.chael 

John Stevens Qr Dorchester. 

Miss Lorna: Ruth 6rffe: vas married at the fvi ap1let-on church 

an ThankegtYing week in October. 
On APril 2, Mr •. & Mrs. Wm . Fre~ Sr. cel ebr ated their 50th 

Anniversary with an op:en house •. 

Sept . I r4r s . & Mr. Wm . Free J r. celebrated their 20th 

Anniversary . 
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~1J.~fi» Zavi t z son o.f Mr . &Mr s . 1-iax Zavi t z . 
• 

On Nov. 7, 1969 at the Commen cement of East Elgin Secondary 

school received: 

t5 . 00 f or Machine SpoF Pr acti ce highes t Grade 12 

Student from E. 't •• Dopp . 

$100 . 00 Saholar ship in memory of t he l ate Michael 

Rochus , donor anonymous. 

Gr aduat ed from Grade 1 2 and i s now attending Fanshaw 

College, Woods tock. Farm Man agement Course . 

On Nov. 1, 1969 Mrs . & Mr s . Ri r am Jenken r eceived 

at t he Belmont Calf Club awards night a Agricultural Service 

ni ploma for Mer itorious Ser vice to Agr iculture. Fair ~ Com­

munity Services . 

.... 

J 1/ A 
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NEWS ITEMS 1970-71 
S~pt . 2l,I970 ,Jan.4, I97l,Apr. l9,1971,June 21 , 197l.Nov,l5. 1971-tf~~~e81~~ the 

Su_ppers. 
r.Augus t 6th ,l970- The Kingsmill and Mapleton Women's Institute field a .. 

Bakeless ;:;ale • 
2. Uctober 16th, 1970- lPTil, 1971- Mes s r s . Helen ~idner, Marjorie orris, 

Mrer. Hiram Jenken and Mrs. ·T • .J. Free (Sr. 1 catered to 
Elgin Manor Auxi l iary and Mrs. Grace ¥ree, Mrs . H. 
denken again in October, 1971. 

3. December 3rd., 1970- Owing to the illnes s of Mrs. W.J. Free, Mrs-. Russ·ell 
Lunn kindly accepted Mrs. Free ' s Januar y 7th. Women ' s 
Institute Meeting. 

4.February 1s t . 1971- Mrs. Wayne Foster and children , Timothy, Jo-Anne and 
Stephen of Ha~ifax, Nova Scoti a , arrived by p~ane in 
London Saturday Night. Ian Fo ster had to battle snow-

• drifts in order to meet the plane and get them to the 
Don Foster Home. 

5.Pebruary 4th, 1971- Our W.I. Meeting was cancelled until Feb. 17th, on 
account of the blustering st orm. 

6. February 6th, 1971'- Mrs. Grace Free, Mrs . \•l .J. Free and Mrs. Madeline B'en­
kins, Mrs. Russell Lunn liel'ped at the "Baby Clinic" in 
Aylmer, Ontario. 

?.February 24th, 1971- The Women's Institute Winter Picnic was held at 
Yarmouth Centre United Church. 

8 .March 20th, I971- Mr. Herb Coulter passed away . 
9 .Apnil 19th, 1971- The Executive Programming waerheld at Mrs . Helen Widner'e 

l Q.April 27th , 1971- The Officers Conference was· hel'd at Guelph, Ontario . No­
one attended. 

ll.May 5th, 1971- Messrs. Mrs. Grace Free, Mrs. W.J. Free, Mrs. Heren Widner, 
Mrs. C. Hoover, Mrs. Keith Hiepl'eh, attended the 
Spring Tea at the Elgin Manor. 

12.May 11th, 1971- "The Cra.f.t Spring Tea", at Elgin Manor. 
13.May 14th, 1971- District Annuai in the Baptist Church, Eden, Ontario. 
14.May 15th, 1971- Achievement Day- 4H Homemaking Clubs , at Central' United 

Church, St . Thomas-, Ontario. 
I5.June 5th, 1'971- "The Museum Tea"- 2. 00 - 5. 00 P.M. (Spring Tea) 
16.September 30 and October 1, 1971'- The London Area Convention, held in 

Clinton Church, Ontario. 
r?.October 7th , 197~- Hobby & Craft Show, 2.00 - 9 . 00 P.M. at Grace United 

Church, St. Thomas, Ontario. 
1'8.:Rotember 17th,l971- Elgin Manor Auxili ary Dinner. 

19.November 26th,l971- Friday, the "Coffee Break" at Elgin Co .Pioneer Museum. 
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News of Interest for 1970- i971 

In July the Kingsmil~ Post Office was clos~d • 
.. 

Mrs . Keith Hiepleh was President of t ne East Elgin W. I • 

In July Miss Connie Jenken an~ Jean Jenk1ns competed in the Elgin 

~C~unty Dairy~nce~ competition, Jean became the pri ncess • 

• ,... ..... ,, ... .,, ..... ACCOUNTANT 
- Ktilb Carter. 1011 t6 Mrs., 
Marjorie Caater, RR 3. St. 

I Tbolllu, aDd tbllate H. Carter, 
I received bia certlfic!ete as a 

member of Cbartered Account· 
aots of Ontario at tile convoca­
tion ceremoay beld reeeotly at 
the ~I York Hotel'. Toronto. 
He is a graduate of East Elgin 
Seeandai'J School. Aylmer, and 
of lhe Ulivenity ol Westem 

· Ontario, wlaere he received his 
1 BA. He ia preeently on tbe 
8taff of Cllrk801l aDd Gordon, 
Cbuteloed AcCOUIUDta, Ltd .• 
London. Ont. Mr. Carter, aDd 
his wife, till fonMr Barbara 
Bclbertaon ol Aylmer. reside at 
271 Broedway Avenue, Tills. 
lug, wllere Mn. Carter is on 

I 
Sehool. Mn. Marjofte Garter, 
RR 3, St. Tbomas, ADCODlpanied 
Mr. and Mn. Keith Carter of 
TillloDburJ, to witnea tbe COD-
voation. 
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